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Signs of the Times 
 
And you must watch! I have told you everything in advanceé"Learn this parable from the fig tree: As 
soon as its branch becomes tender and sprouts leaves, you know that summer is near. In the same 
way, when you see these things happening, know that He is near--at the door!  

ï Mark 13:23, 28-29 HCSB 

 
Danielôs Four Empires 

Nostradamus was a schlemiel; a loser; an incompetent, awkward and unlucky person for whom 
things never turned out right. Not one of his prophecies have ever been used to accurately predict 
something BEFORE it happened! Not one! 

The Bible on the other handéah, now thatôs a different story. 
Around 600 BC, the prophet Daniel predicted the four major coming empires1 - empires that would 

require the over 800 years to see. They were to be Babylon,2 Medo-Persia,3 Greece4 and the fourth 
empire was Rome. Remember, Daniel predicted these things 800 years before their time, when some 
of the so-called empires were still mud-hut fishing villages. And he did this at the peril of his life.  

 
Danielôs Military Conqueror 

Not content with a piddling 800 years, Danielôs prophecies extended to the very end of human 
history. He predicted that after the Roman Empire, there would not rise another major world empire, 

 
1 Daniel 2:36-45 
2 Daniel 2:37-38 
3 Daniel 8:20 
4 Daniel 8:21 
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but rather, a conglomeration of weak and strong nations. That mess, Daniel said, would ultimately be 
destroyed by a coming great ñboulderò, a kingdom of God that would last eternally.  

In Daniel 7 and 11, Daniel delved more deeply into those last days. He said a terrible man would 
arise, a military genius who would conquer much of Europe, the Middle East and even North Africa 
through deceit, betrayal and sheer, brutal military might. That man would create a seven-year Middle 
East peace treaty, but would break his oath halfway through it. Significantly, he said that this military 
genius would arise from the fourth empire. Now we know that both the Easter and Western Roman 
Empires have come and gone, but weôll get back to this fact in a little bit.  

 
The return of the Diaspora to Israel 

Both Amos (750 BC) and Ezekiel (585 BC) predicted that Israel would be dispersed from Canaan 
and that ñafter a long timeò Adonai would ñgather them from many peoplesò and restore them to His 
land.5  

Sure enough, during the terrible Jewish-Roman war (AD 66-73), under the generalship of Titus, 
Rome crushed Israel, destroyed Jerusalem and Herodôs Temple (AD 70), and dispersed the Jewish 
people throughout the world. This dispersal is referred to as the ñDiaspora.ò  

Ezekiel said Israel would be restore ñafter a long timeò and he wasnôt kidding! Approximately 1,870 
years later, a man by the name of Adolph Hitler committed so heinous a crime against the Jewish 
people that world opinion forced Britain to allow them to return to the land of Canaan. In 1948 (2,700 
years after Amos and 2500 years after Ezekiel), Israel was once again declared to be a sovereign 
nation. For a nation to be completely destroyed and dispersed, survive through millennia of hatred 
and recurring pogroms, have 6,000,000 of its people systematically hunted down and killed, and yet 
survive to statehood ï is completely unheard of and undoubtedly a direct act of God. In the words of 
Isaiah: 

Å  Isaiah 66:8 HCSB  Who has heard of such a thing? Who has seen such things? Can a land be 
born in one day, or a nation be delivered in an instant? Yet as soon as Zion was in labor, she 
gave birth to her sons. 

 
The Jews recapturing Jerusalem 

Our Master Jesus, besides being the Messiah, was also a phenomenal prophet. He predicted the 
following signs would indicate the proximity of His return:6 

ü False christs 
ü Wars and rumors of wars 
ü Famines 
ü Earthquakes 
ü Persecution, Martyrdom 
ü Betrayal 
ü False prophets 
ü Love becomes cold 
ü Gospel preached to all the world 
ü The abomination of the desolation spoken of by Daniel7  
ü The Great Tribulation 
ü False Christs and false prophets show great signs and wonders 
ü A spirit of delusion 
ü The sun will be darkened and the moon will not give out its light 
ü Stars will fall from the sky 
ü Powers of heaven shaken 
ü Christôs return as lightning seen from horizon to horizon 
ü A great trumpet and angels sent forth to gather together the elect. 

We will deal with these predictions in more detail shortly, but if you examine Luke 21:24, you will 
note that not only did Jesus predict the coming Roman assault (some 33 years ahead of time) and the 

 
5 Amos 9:14-15; Ezekiel 36:1-38 
6 Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke 21:7-11, 25-28 (vv. 12-24 go back in time to deal with the Diaspora. Note ñBut 
before all this occursò.) 
7 Dan. 9:27; 11:31; 12:11 
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Diaspora, but He looked ahead to the time when the Gentiles would lose control of Jerusalem and the 
Israelisô would once again control that favored city.  

On the night of June 6-7, 1967, exactly 1900 years after Vespasian arrived at Jotapata, initiating 
the war that would result in the scattering of the Jews in Elul (AugustïSeptember) of 70, Israeli troops 
took the Temple Mount and the Old City in a surprise attack upon Egyptian, Syrian and Jordanian 
troops during the famous Six-Day W ar. The ñtimes of the Gentilesò was over. The city was once again 
controlled by Israel.  
 
Rome revived in the EU 

Letôs go back to Danielôs prediction that the Antichrist would arise from the fourth (the Roman) 
empire. If you recall, the Roman Empire was illustrated using the two iron legs of the statue. These 
two legs represent the Eastern and Western Empires. The Eastern (Byzantine) Empire lasted a 
couple of centuries longer than the Western Empire, but the Western Empire expanded its territory all 
the way to Europe, even occupying the British Isles. Elements of the Roman Empire have persisted in 
our forms of government to this very day (i.e the mixture of iron in the feet of clay).  

The Apostle John predicted that the national power out of which the Antichrist would arise and 
which would temporarily support the ñWhore of Babylonò would be an empire that had existed, ceased 
to exist and then resurrected.8 Clues within the context indicate it is the same empire that Daniel 
identified as the Roman Empire. One of the major clues is that this coming power will have ten 
ñhornsò.9 Biblically, horns are always used to indicate general political, economic and military might 
rather than specific nations. This fact will become significant very quickly. So, Daniel and John 
together predicted that Rome would rise, fall and rise yet again in the last years of human-controlled 
history.  

After succumbing to internal moral rot and external 
barbarian attacks, the Roman Empire was revived as the 
Holy Roman Empire when Pope Leo III crowned 
Charlemagne ñImperator Augustusò on December 25, 
800. Please note the general area of the Holy Roman 
Empire. By 1512, the Empireôs full name became known 
as ñThe Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation.ò 
Care to know where the parliament building of the 
European Union is located today? Strasbourg, Germany.  

10On March 25, 1957, members of the Club of Rome 
signed what came to be known as ñthe Treaties of 
Romeò which outlined the creation of the European 
Union. One of the unique features of these two treaties is 
their stated goal of dividing the world into 10 economic 
regions.  

As part of the process, a group called the Spaak Committee 
produced a report known as the Spaak report. That report formed the 
cornerstone of the Intergovernmental Conferences required for the 
monumental task of getting diverging nations to give up their 
sovereignty and form one United Nations of Europe. 11 

Dr. Paul Henri Spaak - one of the organizational leaders of the 
Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunications; former 
Secretary General of NATO; first president of the United Nations 
General Assembly; prime minister of Belgium; one of the early planners 
of the European Common Market; President of the Consultative 
Assembly of the Council of Europe from 1949 to 1951 - said to the 
United European Community:  

 
8 Revelation 7:8, 11 
9 Daniel 7:7; Revelation 13:1 
10 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Holyromanempire.png  
11 http://www.nato.int/pictures/cv/secgen/spaak.jpg  
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"We do not want another committee, we 
have too many already. What we want is a 
man of sufficient stature to hold the allegiance 
of all people, to lift us out of the economic 
morass into which we are sinking. Send us 
such a man, and whether he be god or devil, 
we will follow him."12 

Though the EU today is made up of 27 
countries, the ten nations of the Western 
European Alliance have a separate status as 
full members. The other nations, who joined 
subsequent to the original 10, have only 
associate membership, or observer status.  

  
Incredibly, there is an increasing tendency in the 
EU leadership to refer to that organization as the 
ñRevived Roman Empireò.  

Remember the map of the Holy Roman 
Empire? Compare that map to a map of the 
European Union. 

 
 

 
Woman riding a 
beast 

John said that 
an image that 
constantly recurred 
in his prophetic 
visions was that of a 
woman riding a 
beast.13 Of all the 
images that the EU could choose to represent itself, it chose that of 
Europa riding the bull ï in Johnôs words, a ñwoman riding a beastò.  

 
  

It is important to 
consider the origin of this 
symbol. According to 
myth, Europa was an 
Asian princess who was 
kidnapped and carried to 
present day Europe by 
Zeus in the form of a bull. 
Historically, Europa has 
been associated with the 
goddess Astarte, the 
wife/mother of Nimrod, 
and the originator of 
many of the worldôs 
mystery religions.  

 
12 http://kejda.net/wp-content/uploads/2007/11/european_union.jpg  
13 Revelation 17:7 


