3j - The Lord Is King
Read Daniel 4

Dr. Seuss tells a story about Yertle the turtle. Yertle prided himself on
being king of all he could see. But from his little throne he couldn't see much,
so one day he decided to build it higher. He summoned all the turtles in the
pond to stack themselves on top of each other. Reluctantly they obeyed.
From his new vantage point atop this turtle throne, Yertle was now king of
the pond, king of a tree, king of a house and king of
a bee. But Yertle wasn't satisfied. More turtles were
summoned and more and more, and Yertle was
lifted up in magnificence and glory. Then at the
bottom of the stack an insignificant turtle named
Mack burped, and Yertle was toppled from his
throne. Dr. Seuss concludes: "And today the great
Yertle, that Marvelous he, is King of the Mud. That
is all he can see.”

In Daniel 4, we read about another king, like Yertle, who thought he was
someone special. Then one day something shook his throne and the king
saw things he'd never seen before.

1. In your opinion, why is Yertle the turtle both an amusing and pitiful creature?

You are likely already aware that the literature that you read, regardless of the subject
matter, possibly conveys themes and lessons that apply to various life situations and
experiences. What may surprise you, however, is that young children’s stories also impart
important themes and lessons. The Dr. Seuss books are particularly apt examples of this.
Despite being written for young children, Dr. Seuss’ books contain powerful messages about
important themes in American history and society.

For example, Horton Hears a Who was written while
the United States occupied Japan after World War 11,
while we were attempting Japan’s democratization.
Horton thus spoke on the issue of treating the Japanese
people with respect and really listening to them.

The Sneetches had as its themes
anti-Semitism, racism, and tolerance.
Remember that the Nazis often

i Lol required Jews to wear yellow stars on
their clothing to identify themselves as Jewish? Dr. Seuss argued that we
need to beware going along with such social identification because it can
lead to ostracization.

The Cat in the Hat dealt with the general subversion and rebellion
against authority and the artificial optimism and optimism that
characterized the 1960s.

The Butter Battle Book had as its background the Cold War and argued against silly
conflicts that escalate into dangerous situations.

The Lorax deals with power, corruption, greed, environmental stewardship, and pollution.

Yertle the Turtle, one of Dr. Seuss’ earlier books, had as its themes Hitler and his thirst for
power. Like Hitler, Yertle thought that the rise to power was on the backs of his subjects
rather than acting as a servant to his people. They both thought that increasing their personal
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power would lead to increased security and stability when in fact the direct opposite was
happening. The higher Yertle was, the more precarious he was. The more battle fronts Hitler
opened, the more vulnerable Germany was.

Throughout human history, “lust for power” has caused more death and destruction than
any other reason. In fact, some estimate that it may be responsible for as much as 95%. It
has certainly resulted in at least 40 million deaths and an incomprehensible amount of
“collateral damage”. Countries have been decimated, cities left smoldering in total ruin,
innumerable people afflicted by the loss of loved ones, being wounded or crippled for life,
millions left homeless and starving, others raped, tortured, and imprisoned. All this to satiate
a handful of madmen.

Every one of these despots faced the very same fate as the lowest, poorest subject. It is
appointed to every man once to die after which comes the judgment.

2. In Daniel 4:1-3 Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, begins his letter. How do his words differ
from what we might expect from a pagan king?

Every people, nation and language. As King Nebuchadnezzar addressed this soliloquy
to “every people, nation, and language” so King David said, “Praise the Lord, all nations!
Glorify Him, all peoples! For great is His faithful love to us; the Lord’s faithfulness endures
forever. Hallelujah! (Psalm 117).

May your prosperity increase . In Aramaic this phrase is literally “may your peace
increase” but carries the lowlander connotation that with prosperity comes peace. It was a
normal salutation in the Near East: “Shalom”, leading to “Salaam.”

| am pleased to tell you . There is a note of real joy, of true delight in the language. He
was actually excited about this letter. When you go on to find out what happened to him and
how humiliating his experience was, it is surprising that he takes this tack. Yet, he had
encountered God in a real, experiential, literal way that many humans go through their entire
existences never experiencing. May each of us display the same delight!

The miracles and wonders the Most High God has done . Note that each is plural.
These included the dreams, interpretations, and outcomes that he experienced.
Nebuchadnezzar had become a lynchpin in human society and the wonderful “Hound of
Heaven” was after him!

Most High God . This is the Aramaic title of God ‘lllay ‘Elah (Strong’s #5943 +426). Elah is
used by Hebrew authors to indicate the one true God but it was used by other cultures as a
general term for a god of any kind." ‘lllay however is a title which indicates Yahweh'’s
supreme status and power which leads me to believe that at this point in his life
Nebuchadnezzar had come to understand the nature of the one true God.

Eternal kingdom, dominion from generation to genera tion . This is the truly surprising
point to hear coming from a pagan king. That he would wish peace and prosperity on his own
kingdom is not particularly shocking. That we would find a convert among the pagans is also
not that unusual for God has always desired to reach all nations.? No — what surprises me is
his humble willingness to acknowledge a superior King, one whose kingdom is eternal.

3. If you had been Nebuchadnezzar, what would have disturbed you about the dream (before
you knew its meaning)? (Daniel 4:10-18)

! Daniel 4:8; 6:7
2 Genesis 12:3; 18:18; 22:18; Ezekiel 33:10-11; 2 Peter 3:9
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A tall tree . (v.10) A tall fruit tree at the center of the world was a common element in
many ancient Near Eastern stories.?

Grew large and strong . (v.11) On the walls of one of Nebuchadnezzar’s buildings there
is an inscription in which Babylon is compared to a spreading tree. Cp. V. 22

Leaves, fruit . (v.12) Nebuchadnezzar's empire faced no threat of war and could thus
pour all of its gross national product into peacetime activities. It was an age of great art,
culture and architecture. These were the “leaves and fruit” of the tree.

Food for all...every creature fed. (v.12). Many people from many nations came to the
Babylonian cities to find jobs. These are the animals and birds that found shelter under the
“tree” in vw.12 and 14.

Holy angel . (v.13) In Aramaic, the word here is actually “ir”, which means “guard” or
“watcher” and may indicate a particular class of angel. See also vv. 17, 23

Cut down, chop off, strip, scatter.  (v.14) The words are deliberately violent. What would
happen would be rapid and the effects would be brutal.

Leave the stump with roots in the ground. (v.15) As a stump left with intact roots may
possibly grow again, so the possibility of restoration is extended to Nebuchadnezzar by the
Watcher. For further exploration of this theme consider Isaiah 10:33-11:1; 14:4-8; Ezekiel
17:1-10; 31:3-14

Band of iron and bronze. (v.15) In Assyrian culture, trees that were considered sacred
were sometimes marked by metal bands around them.* What the Assyrians considered to be
a connection between the cosmic tree and divine kingship, Hashem turned into a fetter. A
banded tree cannot grow any further. Even if anything above or below the band grows, the
tree remains limited by the diameter of the band. The message is clear. Not only is God in
control, but He can take what we think is our greatest strength and turn it into our weakness.
He can not only cut us down, chop off and strip our branches and scatter our fruit to rot and
STILL allow us recover — this process is done at HIS leisure not ours.

Let his mind be changed. (v.16) No simple change of attitude or approach is implied
here. Nebuchadnezzar was to lose
his mind, given the mind of an
animal. Some basic survival
instincts would remain, a certain
primitive cunning perhaps, but no
sign of the former intellectual glories
of a man who had built a great
empire would remain.

Given the mind of an animal.
(v.16) Perhaps God afflicted
Nebuchadnezzar with clinical
lycanthropy, a rare psychiatric
disorder in which the victim suffers
from the delusion of having been
transformed into an animal. The
more general term is “zoanthropy” or
“therianthropy” if the delusion is not
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%i.e. the tree that grew from Tiamat's first drop of blood; cp also Genesis 2:9; 3:3; Revelation 22:2

* As seen in the art drawn in Khorsabad depicting Assurbanipal Il and by the embossed bronze-banded “sacred”
trees at the entrance to the temple of Shamash. There are also bands of metal around the trunk of a tree on
some cylinder seals and slabs from the palace of Ahurnasirpal at Nimrud as well as similar depictions on the
mural reliefs of the palace’s alabaster walls.

®> Nebuchadnezzar; 1795; by William Blake



specifically related to a wolf.

Seven. (v.16) The number seven is often associated with the concept of completeness or
wholeness in ancient literature. Cp. 3:19; 4:25.

Periods of time. The term was associated with a particular part of the year and so was
used to indicate an entire year. It would be like saying “You will undergo this process for
seven winters.”

By decree of the observers, command of the holy one  s. (v.17) Job referred to Elohim
as Natsar ‘Adam, “Watcher of Mankind” (Job 7:20). Hagar named Him El Ro’l, “All Seeing
God” or “God Who Sees” (Genesis 16:13). Whereas a single “watcher” made the
pronouncement he stated that the decree was authorized by the “holy watchers” (plural).
There is no evidence of angels ever making decrees or pronouncements. Indeed, they serve
both God and us (Hebrews 1:7, 14; 1 Peter 1:12) and we will be judging or ruling THEM (1
Corinthians 6:3) so perhaps this is a reference to the Trinity.

Spirit of the holy gods.  (v.18) At that point in Nebuchadnezzar’s life, although he
acknowledged Adonai’s power, he was not yet willing to admit that Adonai is the ONLY God.
He was simply willing to add the Lord to the Assyrian pantheon, perhaps somewhere near the
top of the polytheistic food chain but still one God among many.

4. What is even more disturbing about Daniel's interpretation of the dream (Daniel 4:19-27)?

Daniel stunned and alarmed. (v.19) Daniel was known for his tremendous courage. He
continued praying as was his habit regardless of the threat of becoming lion food. | doubt that
he was afraid of telling the king the truth as some would suggest. | think that two things
caused his alarm. First, like many others, when he came face to face with the omnipotent
sovereignty of God, he shivered. Second, being a great leader and a person of tremendous
power and influence under the reign of several succeeding kings, he understood the
ramifications this would have on the Babylonian empire. Imagine the turmoil and chaos
caused by the sudden void on the throne and the many factions vying to fill it! This midrash is
supported by Daniel’'s response to the king indicating that the fate would apply to his enemies
instead.

Don't let it alarm you . (v.19) Nebuchadnezzar likely thought Daniel’s fear was of the
consequences of telling the powerful king bad news. It probably would have upset the king
even more to know that Daniel’s first fear was of the Lord (Proverbs 1:7) and not this human
sovereign.

May it apply...to your enemies . (v.19) For then the kingdom would remain stable and
many thousands of innocents (including the captive Jewish population) would not have to
reap the consequences of King Nebuchadnezzar’s hubris.

Sentence passed. (v.24) Yahweh Shaphat is the Judge of all the Earth. (Genesis 18:25;
Psalm 7:18; 96:13; Isaiah 33:22) How disconcerting this statement must have been for a man
who was used to being the ultimate court in the empire. As king Belshazzar had been
weighed in God’s balance and found deficient (Daniel 5:25-26) so no king Nebuchadnezzar
was to be judged.

Until you acknowledge that the Most High is ruler. (v. 25) As must all men (Philippians
2:9-11).

Gives kingdoms to whoever He wants.  (vv.25 and 26) Cp 1 Samuel 15:28; Proverbs
21:1; Daniel 2:37; 4:17, 31; 5:21

Separate from sin by doing what'’s right. (v.27) Daniel and the Apostle Paul must be
reading out of the same playbook for Paul advised “Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer
evil with good” (Romans 12:21). This playbook was written by the One who advised Cain to
master his yetzer hara (Genesis 4:7); clearly stated His desire that justice flow like water and

4



righteousness like an unfailing stream (Amos 5:24); and told us that righteousness, like any
other skill, must be practiced (Psalm 106:3) — but with the right heart attitude (Matthew 6:1).

5. Why would it be especially easy for someone in Nebuchadnezzar's position to become

proud?
- In a time when ascension to positions of power were marked by brutality and

treacherousness, he had survived to the ultimate position. His other name was Bakhat

Nassar, which means “fate winner.”

He was a conqueror. He and his father Nabopolassar had freed Babylon from its

Assyrian dependence and had left Nineveh in ruins. In 605 BC he personally beat

Egypt and brought Syria and Phoenicia under his control. Of much less import on the

global scale but of supreme importance to us, he had also laid waste to Judah and

Jerusalem and had sent our people into exile.

He was a political genius. Through his marriage to Amytis of Media, the daughter of

Cyaxares, king of the Medes, he had united the Median and Babylonian dynasties.

He was credited with the construction of the Hanging Gardens, one of the great

Wonders of the ancient world.

He was regarded by many as a deity and worshipped as such. (cp. Daniel 3:1-5)

When he captured Jerusalem and deposed king Jeconiah in 597 BC, he destroyed the

Beit ha Mikdash, so he may have considered himself superior to Yahweh Himself!

How does this relate to Jesus’ admonition to the rich (Matthew 19:24)?

Outside of God’s help, it is impossible for a prideful person to be saved. They must either
voluntarily humble themselves or be humbled by God before they can admit their need for a
Savior. We can only be a candidate for salvation if we recognize that we have nothing to offer
God and come crawling on our knees with our empty hands outstretched, begging for the
crumbs off his table.

Matthew 15:25-28 HCSB But she came, knelt before Him, and said, "Lord, help me!"
(26) He answered, "It isn't right to take the children's bread and throw it to their dogs.
(27) "Yes, Lord," she said, "yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their
masters' table!" (28) Then Jesus replied to her, "Woman, your faith is great. Let it be
done for you as you want." And from that moment her daughter was cured.

6. What did Nebuchadnezzar need to learn about himself and God?
One night,
Daniel 4:30 HCSB the king exclaimed, "Is this not Babylon the Great that | have built
by my vast power to be a royal residence and to display my majestic glory?"
However, what are such trifles compared to the glory of the universe. What is having a
city be your residence in comparison to having the entire universe be insufficient to contain
You? (1 Kings 8:27; 2 Chronicles 6:18)
Like Herod Agrippa at Caesarea he failed to give God His praise. (Acts 12:23)

7. In what areas might we be tempted to be proud, and why?

8. Read Daniel 4:28-37. After receiving this vision, Daniel's interpretation and sound advice,
why do you think Nebuchadnezzar failed to repent (Daniel 4:28-30)?



| feel that like many, Nebuchadnezzar at first took Daniel's advice to heart, but that with
time he gradually forgot for the “spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.” (Matthew 26:41; Mark
14:38)

9. In Daniel 4:31-33, what statements and experiences indicate the extent to which God
humbled this proud king?
It was sudden — (cp Psalm 78:33; Proverbs 3:25-26)
It was unexpected — (cp 1 Thessalonians 5:3)
It was terrible — It would have been a control freak’s worst nightmare. It would have
been awful for a man who spent his entire life trying to not show his enemies (both
foreign and domestic) any weaknesses. (Proverbs 1:26-27; 10:24)
It was incurable — there would have been no possible hope offered by the physicians
of his day. In fact, schizophrenic lycanthropy REMAINS incurable to this day. It may
be treated with drugs but the slow descent into madness remains a perpetual sword of
Damocles. However what is impossible for man remains well within the capabilities of
omnipotent God.

10. In what ways is Nebuchadnezzar's experience both a warning and an encouragement to
us?

11. What evidence is there in this chapter that he learned his lesson?

12. What does this chapter teach us about genuine humility?



