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Overcoming the Terror of Death 
 

Hebrews 2:14-3:1 HCSB  Now since the children have flesh and blood in common, He also 
shared in these, so that through His death He might destroy the one holding the power of 
death--that is, the Devil--  (15)  and free those who were held in slavery all their lives by the 
fear of death.  (16)  For it is clear that He does not reach out to help angels, but to help 
Abraham's offspring.  (17)  Therefore He had to be like His brothers in every way, so that He 
could become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, to make propitiation for the 
sins of the people.  (18)  For since He Himself was tested and has suffered, He is able to help 
those who are tested. (3:1) Therefore, holy brothers and companions in a heavenly calling, 
consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession; 
 

Were we to dig down into the dirt we would find that nearly the entire 
crust of our planet is filled with the bones and dust of our dead.1 We 
stand on an ancient battlefield surrounded by the ghosts of nations long 
gone - by the memories of whole civilizations that have for a fleeting 
moment risen to greatness, only to fall once again back onto the trash 
heap of history.  

 
2Death, our ancient enemy, stands astride our world as a giant, 

implacable, remorseless juggernaut. In his bloody hands lay writhing the 
rich, the mighty, the poor, the unknown and faceless, the wise and the 
foolish - for all men wither and fade like grass in the summer heat. 
Humanity seems transfixed, terrified, and helpless before the rattling 
hand of the king of terrors.  

Hebrews 3:1 says that in view of our mortality we should “consider 
Jesus”; but how shall we consider Him? 

1.     Consider Him our eternal Creator . (Hebrews 1:2; John 1:3-4) 
·  Hebrews 1:2 HCSB  In these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son, whom 

He has appointed heir of all things and through whom He made the universe. 
·  John 1:3-4 HCSB  All things were created through Him, and apart from Him not 

one thing was created that has been created.  (4)  Life was in Him, and that life 
was the light of men. 

 
2.     Consider Him our sacrificial Brother . (Hebrews 2:10-16; Romans 9:6-8; Galatians 

3:29) 
·  Hebrews 2:10-16 HCSB  For it was fitting, in bringing many sons to glory, that 

He, for whom and through whom all things exist, should make the source of 
their salvation perfect through sufferings.  (11)  For the One who sanctifies and 
those who are sanctified all have one Father. That is why He is not ashamed to 
call them brothers,  (12)  saying: I will proclaim Your name to My brothers ; I 
will sing hymns to You in the congregation.  (13)  Again, I will trust in Him.  
And again, Here I am with the children God gave Me . (14)  Now since the 
children have flesh and blood in common, He also shared in these, so that 
through His death He might destroy the one holding the power of death--that is, 
the Devil--  (15)  and free those who were held in slavery all their lives by the 

                                            
1 Sacrificial remains; image source: http://img5.travelblog.org/Photos/74013/329356/t/2911835-Sacrificial-
Remains-1.jpg  
2 Hades Juggernaut by www.andyparkart.com   
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fear of death.  (16)  For it is clear that He does not reach out to help angels, but 
to help Abraham's offspring. 

That last phrase in verse sixteen which states that the Messiah reached out to help 
“Abraham’s offspring” is a reference to all those who believe as we see in...  

·  Romans 9:6-8 HCSB  But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not 
all who are descended from Israel are Israel.  (7)  Neither are they all children 
because they are Abraham's descendants. On the contrary, in Isaac your seed 
will be called.  (8)  That is, it is not the children by physical descent who are 
God's children, but the children of the promise are considered seed. 

·  Romans 2:28-29 HCSB  For a person is not a Jew who is one outwardly, and 
true circumcision is not something visible in the flesh.  (29)  On the contrary, a 
person is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is of the heart--by the 
Spirit, not the letter. His praise is not from men but from God. 

·  Galatians 3:29 HCSB  And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, 
heirs according to the promise.  

This is the wonderful concept of Ezrach’ – the idea that all those who believe in God’s 
Messiah and commit themselves to being obediently and gratefully loyal to His kingship are 
adopted into God’s people and become “Abraham’s seed” – Jews. This was made possible 
by our sacrificial brother.  
 

3. Consider Him our great High Priest  (Hebrews 2:17-3:1; 10:21-24). 
·  Hebrews 2:17-3:1 HCSB  Therefore He had to be like His brothers in every 

way, so that He could become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to 
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  (18)  For since He Himself 
was tested and has suffered, He is able to help those who are tested. (3:1) 
Therefore, holy brothers and companions in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, 
the apostle and high priest of our confession; 

·  Hebrews 10:21-24 HCSB  and since we have a great high priest over the house 
of God,  (22)  let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, our 
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed in pure 
water.  (23)  Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering, for 
He who promised is faithful.  (24)  And let us be concerned about one another 
in order to promote love and good works, 

 
 
Conclusion :  

 
 

Mid all those cold, damp and grim 
crypts3;  

 
mid the mighty tombs of the pharaohs  

 
and the crystal caskets4 of the mighty;  

 
one grave5 stands strangely different. There is one grave in 
Canaan, just outside the beloved city of Jerusalem that echoes 

                                            
3 Three crypts; image source: http://www.start.ca/users/joneil/smith.jpg  
4 Lenin’s tomb; image source: http://www.engr.uiuc.edu/international-
StudentExperience/RussiaExperience/Alexander_Russia_SU02/Russia/Pictures/lenin.jpg  
5 Gordon’s tomb of Christ; image source: http://www.hisholyword.org/photos/garden_tomb.jpg  
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in its emptiness. That grave reached out to grasp the body of a 
carpenter named Jesus who claimed to be God; who claimed to be 
the anointed Chosen One, the Messiah. That grave reached out to 
grasp Him and found its grip oddly weak, strangely futile.  

 
My Savior’s resurrection is the one 

glimmer of light in this vast, dark and 
ravaged battlefield. His victory over death 

gives me hope that if I place my trust in and yield my life to my rightful 
King, He will someday grant to me what untold millions have longed 
for – immortality, glory and honor.   

 
Through His death and resurrection Jesus the Messiah destroyed 

the one6 having the power of death (the devil), releasing all of us who 
were in bondage to our fear of death. The fear of death cannot abide 
the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ. It evaporates forever before the empty tomb. 
 

                                            
6 Fallen Angel; image source: http://i145.photobucket.com/albums/r227/Jmystery/Fallen_angel.jpg  


