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The Arm of Flesh Will Fail You 
 

Å  Psalm 146:3-6 HCSB  Do not trust in nobles, in man, who cannot save.  (4)  When his 
breath leaves him, he returns to the ground; on that day his plans die.  (5)  Happy is 
the one whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God,  (6)  the 
Maker of heaven and earth, the sea and everything in them. He remains faithful 
forever, 

 
Those of you who are familiar with world history know full well the lengths that men have 

gone to in order to maintain their powerful positions. Every nation, regardless of race, religion 
or governmental form has been lied to by their leaders.  

 
The rape of Dinah 

The lie: In Genesis 34, the king of Shechem and his prince lied to their people, saying 
that a deal with Jacobôs family would be good for the city-stateôs business. 
 

Å  Genesis 34:2 HCSB  When Shechem son of Hamor the Hivite, a prince of the region, 
saw her, he took her and raped her. 

 
The truth: The prince had raped Dinah, the daughter of Jacob and they were attempting 

to avert a war with a fierce nomadic tribe.  
 
The murder of Uriah  

The lie: In 2 Samuel 11, we read of David and Joabôs 
cover-up that involved placing a good and loyal soldier named 
Uriah at the bleeding edge of the battlefront and then pulling 
key units back, leaving him and the men around him to die. 

The truth: David had had an affair with Uriahôs wife. She 
got pregnant and Davidôs initial attempt at a cover-up had 
failed. His second attempt, which involved murder and 
conspiracy to commit murder, only worked until El Rohi (All-
Seeing God) decided to let the cat out of the bag. 

 
Nero and the burning of Rome  

The lie: On the 18th of July 64 A.D,. a terrible fire broke out in Rome 
near the Jewish quarter and raged for seven days. Almost three-quarters of 
the city was destroyed. Emperor Nero accused the Christians of starting the  
fire and almost two thousand were arrested and executed. 

The truth: Nero, the cruel, half-mad emperor then in power, started the 
fire himself so that he could rebuild Rome in more orderly Greek style. He 

then watched the conflagration from the Tower of Maecenas. Enraptured by what he called 
'the beauty of the flames'; then put on his tragedian's costume played his fiddle and sang 
'The Fall of Ilium'.  

As he rebuilt Rome, he was criticized for the massive palace he built for himself. His 
popularity waned and on June 9 68 A.D., he stabbed himself in the throat 
and died. 
 
The Crusades  

The lie: In 1096, the people of medieval Europe were encouraged by 
Pope Urban II to form a Crusade and liberate Jerusalem from the Muslims. 
Supposedly, the Muslims were slaughtering Christians on a daily basis. They 
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were accused of revolting atrocities. Racist stereotypes appeared in the art produced by the 
Church for the people.  

The truth: Muslims, Jews and Christians had been living side by side in the Holy Land for 
centuries and Jerusalem accepted pilgrims from all three faiths. The real purpose was two-
fold. First, the church, with estates spread across the whole of Western Europe, was a vast 
feudal corporation. Pope Urban proclaimed that the Church would care for the land of anyone 
who would go on the Crusades. When they didnôt return (which most did not) the land was 
turned over to the Church permanently.  

Second, it was a way of diverting social discontent. Flood and plague in 1094, followed by 
drought and famine in 1095, had left millions impoverished and starving. Instead of the 
peasantôs anger being turned toward their wealthy feudal lords, it was directed toward the 
cursed Muslims. It also helped bleed the population so that there were fewer mouths to feed. 
Donôt believe me? Listen to Pope Urban IIôs own words: 

 ñ�7�K�L�V �O�D�Q�G �\�R�X �L�Q�K�D�E�L�W �L�V �R�Y�H�U�F�U�R�Z�G�H�G �E�\ �\�R�X�U �Q�X�P�E�H�U�V�� �7�K�L�V �L�V �Z�K�\ �\�R�X �G�H�Y�R�X�U �D�Q�G 
�I�L�J�K�W �R�Q�H �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �P�D�N�H �Z�D�U �D�Q�G �H�Y�H�Q �N�L�O�O �R�Q�H �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �/�H�W �D�O�O �G�L�V�V�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V �E�H �V�H�W�W�O�H�G�� 
�7�D�N�H �W�K�H �U�R�D�G �W�R �W�K�H �+�R�O�\ �6�H�S�X�O�F�K�U�H�� �5�H�V�F�X�H �W�K�D�W �O�D�Q�G �I�U�R�P �D �G�U�H�D�G�I�X�O �U�D�F�H �D�Q�G �U�X�O�H 
�R�Y�H�U �L�W �\�R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V.ò ï Pope Urban II; Robert of Rheimôs text; Riley-Smith 1981: 43-44 

 
Many people today would like to automatically assume that our government tells us the 

truth. We pay our taxes, send our sons and daughters to war and hope that leaders who 
claim to be Christians are sending them to potential death and maiming for a good reason.  

Unfortunately, our government has a long and sordid history of lying to its people. It 
actually gets away with this because our people fail to review their history. Allow me a few 
minutes to review how our countryôs government has cared for its people in the past.  

 
February 1898, the USS Maine  

The lie: President McKinley told the American people that the USS 
Maine had been sunk in Havana Harbor by a Spanish mine. The
American people, outraged by this apparent unprovoked attack,
supported the Spanish American War.  

The truth: The Captain of the USS Maine had insisted the ship was
sunk by a coal bin explosion. Guess what! New underwater technology
has shown that the Maine actually blew up from the inside. Definitive
scientific analysis says the Spaniards could not have sunk it. The
explosion that brought it down most likely came from a faulty boiler or a 
munitions misfire, but definitely not from a Spanish mine or torpedo. 
There had been no mine. 
 
May 7, 1915, Wilson and the Lusitania  

The lie: The sinking of the passenger ship Lusitania 
on May 7, 1915, was portrayed as a barbaric crime by 
the Huns of Germany and was used to get the United 
States involved in World War I.  

The truth: As it turns out, the Lusitania carried, 
under the guise of bales of fur and cheese boxes, 3 inch 
(76mm) shells and millions of rounds of rifle ammunition.
These materials comprised a contraband and explosive 
cargo which was forbidden by American law and should 
never have been placed on a passenger liner.  

Deep sea divers recently found the Lusitania, its
sunken hull laden with illegal armaments. As the Germans had claimed, the ship was


