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From Chaos to Community 
 
Genesis 1:1-5 HCSB  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  (2)  Now the earth was formless 
and empty, darkness covered the surface of the watery depths, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
surface of the waters.  (3)  Then God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.  (4)  God saw that the light 
was good, and God separated the light from the darkness.  (5)  God called the light "day," and He called the 
darkness "night." Evening came, and then morning: the first day. 
 

What an image Genesis 1:1-5 gives us of the human soul! Without God, we are empty; our hearts a 
formless mass, cloaked in darkness. Only when the Spirit of God hovers over our spirits can we know any true 
hope. When that void, under the prompting of the Holy Spirit, by faith submits to God’s mighty hand, suddenly 
light explodes upon the scene! 

Step by step the Lord took Moses through the creation process, explaining the broad outline in Genesis 1 
and then going back over the process again in chapter 2 but this time giving more detail concerning the 
fabrication process that went into creating Mankind.  

In the beginning. God creates time 
God created the heavens. God creates space 
And the earth. God creates matter/energy 
Space/time; Matter/energy: In the very first verse of the Torah God has given us the two major reference 

points on which all our existence and our interaction with our environment depends. 
 
DAY ONE:  
·  Genesis 1:1-5 HCSB  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  (2)  Now the earth was 
formless and empty, darkness covered the surface of the watery depths, and the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the surface of the waters.  (3)  Then God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.  (4)  God saw that 
the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness.  (5)  God called the light "day," and He 
called the darkness "night." Evening came, and then morning: the first day. 

 
1The Bible says that before creation  
 The earth was formless and empty . The terms used here are 
“tohu” and “bohu”. They literally mean “without form” and “void”. What 
an apt description of a singularity! Everything – even a cloud – has a 
shape. It may be amorphous but its outline can be traced. A black 
hole however, with its infinite negative curvature, is truly without form 
and void.  
 Today particle physicists refer to T and B as the two basic building 
blocks of all matter. The forces of the Big Bang literally pressed this T 
and B into hydrogen and helium- almost no other elements were 
formed at that time. The universe was devoid of all form but filled with 
potentiality. 
 Interestingly, there are only two occurrences of this little phrase “tohu and bohu” in the Bible. The first is 
here in Genesis 1:2 and the other is found at: 
·  Jeremiah 4:23 HCSB  I looked at the earth, and it was formless and empty. I looked to the heavens, and their 
light was gone. 

Here God is prophesying that because of mankind’s sin, the earth will end up as it began, formless, empty 
and dark. However, He gives us a bit of hope.  
·  Jeremiah 4:27 HCSB  For this is what the LORD says: The whole land will be a desolation, but I will not 
finish it off. 
Darkness covered the surface . There existed not the faintest brilliance of energy. But the Father was about to 
will something different, the Spirit would empower and the Son would enact 
creation.  
Spirit of God was hovering . The Bible further describes the initial condition of 
the universe as being characterized by the Spirit of God “hovering”. This word in 
Hebrew (rachaph; Strong’s #7363) literally means “to tremble, shake or vibrate”. 
How interesting that modern physics describes the initial impetus of the Big Bang 
as being a “quantum fluctuation.”  
2Over the surface of the waters . The Bible says that our universe originally took 
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some kind of watery shape. Standard theory claims that at its very beginning the universe was a lot like a thick 
hot soup. Even today over 99% of the universe takes the form of plasma, a unique condition where energy runs 
freely and acts in many ways like a liquid.  
Then God said, "Let there be light".  The Scriptures say that the universe was begun with a sound – the sound 
of God’s voice. Physicists have determined that the Big Bang was characterized by acoustic waves 
approximately 50 octaves below the threshold of human hearing. The chord is somewhere between a major and 
a minor third. When brought up the requisite number of octaves so that we can perceive it, it sounds rather like a 
hissing roar.3  
 Go through the Bible and see how many times God’s voice is described as the sound of many waters or as 
a roar and then think about how far ahead of its time the Word actually is!  
There was light . Moses said that everything began suddenly with a great spike of energy that he refers to as 
light. But ancient Jewish commentators like Maimonides and Nahamihud taught that because the word for light 
here (or; Strong’s #52) is also used for things like fire, life or lightning, so it was not to be understood as merely 
that which falls within the human visible spectrum but that it was to be better understood as energy.  
God separated the light from the darkness . As the energy cooled down, from an observer’s point of view, it 
would appear to coalesce and become translucent in some places and opaque in others. The Bible describes 
this in unscientific terms as light and dark being divided.  
 
DAY TWO: 
·  Genesis 1:6-8 HCSB  Then God said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters, separating water from 
water."  (7)  So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above the 
expanse. And it was so.  (8)  God called the expanse "sky." Evening came, and then morning: the second day. 
 
 4As the energy cooled and separated, some became 
matter. Gravity came into play and energy/matter began to 
coalesce and centrifugal force began the rotation of proto-
galaxies, separating and filtering the various element and 
birthing stars.  
 As the stars compressed from their own weight, the 
pressures ignited the helium and in the balance they found 
between centrifugal force, gaseous pressure and gravity, the 
fusion process began, which churned out heavy atoms. 
There are irregularities in the leftover gasses of the outer ring of these baby stars and these coalesced into 
planetoids which attracted the heavy atoms that the stars produced. At that point an observer would have noted 
the burning gasses of the outer surface of the universe, a middle expanse of the heavens and now the attention 
shifts to a particular planet called Earth. 
 
DAY THREE:  
·  Genesis 1:9-10 HCSB  Then God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered into one place, and let the 
dry land appear." And it was so.  (10)  God called the dry land "earth," and He called the gathering of the water 
"seas." And God saw that it was good. 

 
5Pooling of liquid water - The point of view zooms down to one 
individual planet that would be called “Earth”. At first it’s a fiery cauldron 
of lava, but as it began to cool, and magma solidifies into crust, the liquid 
water pooled in the low spots  
 
·  Genesis 1:11-13 HCSB  Then God said, "Let the earth produce 
vegetation: seed-bearing plants, and fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit 
with seed in it, according to their kinds." And it was so.  (12)  The earth 
brought forth vegetation: seed-bearing plants according to their kinds 
and trees bearing fruit with seed in it, according to their kinds. And God 

saw that it was good.  (13)  Evening came, and then morning: the third day. 
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3 
 

6Vegetative life  – The Scriptures then describe life as first being 
vegetative, grasses coming before plants and trees. Enough radiation 
would be seeping through the thick gaseous atmosphere and the ground 
would be warm enough to create an ideal situation where mosses, 
lichens and such would gain a toe hold. These begin to raise the oxygen 
level of the planet, hold humidity in place and start to break rock down 
into dirt. The biosphere was becoming more and more “life-friendly”.  
 
DAY FOUR:  
·  Genesis 1:14-19 HCSB  Then God said, "Let there be lights in the 

expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night. They will serve as signs for festivals and for days and 
years.  (15)  They will be lights in the expanse of the sky to provide light on the earth." And it was so.  (16)  God 
made the two great lights--the greater light to have dominion over the day and the lesser light to have dominion 
over the night--as well as the stars.  (17)  God placed them in the expanse of the sky to provide light on the 
earth,  (18)  to dominate the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was 
good.  (19)  Evening came, and then morning: the fourth day. 

 
7Atmosphere becomes translucent  – As the planet continued to cool 
down and the geological processes calmed, the atmosphere would 
have become more translucent and the sun, stars and moon would 
have appeared. 
 
DAY FIVE: 
·  Genesis 1:20-23 HCSB  Then God 
said, "Let the water swarm with living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the expanse of the sky."  
(21)  So God created the large sea-
creatures and every living creature that 

moves and swarms in the water, according to their kinds. He also created every 
winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.  (22)  So God 
blessed them, "Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the waters of the seas, and let the birds 
multiply on the earth."  (23)  Evening came, and then morning: the fifth day. 
 
 
 
 

8Oceanic life preceded that of birds – The Bible 
agrees with the fossil record that non-plant life began in 
the oceans. The next thing we see after that is birds in 
the air. Again, the findings of the paleontologist and the 
theologian can agree.  
 
DAY SIX: 
·  Genesis 1:24-25 HCSB  Then God said, "Let the 
earth produce living creatures according to their kinds: 
livestock, creatures that crawl, and the wildlife of the 
earth according to their kinds." And it was so.  (25)  So 
God made the wildlife of the earth according to their 
kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and 
creatures that crawl on the ground according to their 

kinds. And God saw that it was good. 
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9Land animals soon followed – It is fascinating to watch this continual progression, this vast panoply of life as 
it passes before our eyes. We now get to see (through the eyes of the inspired prophet) that land animals came 
after the fish and the birds.  
 We must note, however, one subtle difference. All of these forms of life reproduce “after their own kind.” 
This is a serious difference between the biblical view and the current evolutionary view. As a Christian I must 
believe that all life was created to reproduce after its own kind. I believe in great evolutionary changes, both 
natural and artificial. After all, look at the continual mutations of viruses. Observe the resistance to our poisons 
that insects are able to develop. Consider the man-made difference in dogs: they range from the teacup 
Chihuahua to the Mastiff! However, a dog is a dog is a dog. We’ve not been able to make an animal so different 
that it no longer was able to breed with others of its own species. Every time we reach that barrier and try to 
cross it, they become sterile. Again – the Bible and science agree. 
 
·  Genesis 1:26-27 HCSB  Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness. They 
will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the animals, all the earth, and the creatures that crawl on the 
earth."  (27)  So God created man in His own image; He created him in the image of God; He created them male 
and female. 
 
10Human life finally arrives – The Bible recounts that humans came last and 
that there is a unique difference between humans and animals. God tells us more 
about it in the complementary account in Genesis two. He breathes the breath of 
life – the “nephesh” – into us. We are uniquely different from the animals. Not in 
our ability to think - for many animals do; not in our ability to emote - for again 
many animals experience fear, joy, sadness etc; not in our ability to be self-
aware nor in our ability to lie or deceive because many animals are very cunning 
and will both escape from and lay traps.  
 No – the unique difference is in our spirituality. Our ability to sense and 
communicate with God. Therein lies the great difference. And when we deny that 
capability, when we say like the fool in Psalms “there is no God” we descend to 
the state of animals.  
 
   Biblical Account     Standard Theory  
 
Day One (Genesis 1:1-5) 
a.  “Tohu and bohu”    Black hole (singularity) 
b. Spirit “hovering”    Quantum fluctuation 
c. “God said”     Sonic wave 
Day Two (Genesis 1:6-8)  
a. Light     energy spike and expansion 
b. Separation light/dark   cool down 
c. Water     Plasma 
d. Separation of expanse   Accretion of matter 
Day Three (Genesis 1:9-13) 
a. Pooling of oceans (vv.9-10)   planetary cool down begins  
b. Vegetative life (vv. 11-13)    vegetative life 
Day Four ( Genesis 1:14-19) 
a. Lights become apparent   Atmosphere becomes translucent 
Day Five (Genesis 1:20-23) 
a. Ocean life     Life began in oceans 
b. Oceanic life preceded birds   Agrees 
Day Six (Genesis 1:24-25) 
a. Land animals followed (vv. 24-25)  Land animals came after oceanic 
b. Humans finally arrived (vv.26-27)  Humans are the pinnacle 
 
Conclusion  

What a great God! What a powerful and wise Creator! What an Artist to be able to create a piece of art that 
is not static, is not immobile, is not inanimate. He chose to create light where there was darkness. He chose to 
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give us the gift of color when black and white would have been sufficient. He gave beauty and order where there 
was chaos. His artwork is mobile, living and constantly evolving into new and fascinating facets. 

However, with all this grand scale and huge movements, there is one thing that gives me even greater 
pause. What was the point? You see, science and theology are two sides of the same exploration. Science and 
theology do not contradict each other. They merely answer different questions. Science answers the question 
“what”. Theology answers the question “why”. So why did Hashem expend such enormous amounts of energy 
on something He did not need?  
Our first clue is found in: 
·  Genesis 1:26-27 HCSB  Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness. They 
will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the animals, all the earth, and the creatures that crawl on the 
earth."  (27)  So God created man in His own image; He created him in the image of God; He created them male 
and female. 
The grand conclusion of this vast display of power and majesty was the creation of someone who would be “in 
God’s image, male and female”.  
Our second clue is found in: 
·  Genesis 3:8 HCSB  Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at 
the time of the evening breeze, and they hid themselves from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
God was in the habit of coming to visit Adam and Eve at the time of the evening breeze.  
Our third clue can be found in: 
·  John 17:20-23 HCSB  I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe in Me through their message. 
(21)  May they all be one, as You, Father, are in Me and I am in You. May they also be one in Us, so the world 
may believe You sent Me. (22)  I have given them the glory You have given Me. May they be one as We are 
one. (23)  I am in them and You are in Me. May they be made completely one, so the world may know You have 
sent Me and have loved them as You have loved Me. 
 The Lord Jesus Christ, through whom all things were created, tells us that His highest wish in communion 
with Man. The purpose of creation is d’vekut – intimate communion between the spirit of man and the Trinity. 
The purpose of Christ’s atoning death was not merely your salvation – it was that the communion that was lost 
in Gan Eden could be restored.  
 
 
 
 


